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Getting Started – Chapter X1
This tutorial will teach you how to write your own web pages by using HTML. You do not need any special what-you-see-is-what-you-get HTML editor to use this guide, any old text editor will do just fine. 

By learning HTML, you will have much more control over how your web pages look, and you'll more easily discover ways to make your web pages look even better. HTML is platform independent, meaning it can be written and viewed on any type of computer (Windows, Mac, UNIX/Linux, whatever!)

Because HTML is platform independent, you'll need to save your HTML files in standard text format, sometimes known as ASCII. The easiest way to do this is use a program like notepad.exe. 

If you'd prefer to use a word processor like Word or WordPerfect to write your HTML code, you can do so, but you need to save your files as "Text" or "Text Only." You'll see this option in a drop down box in your "Save As..." screen. 

If you use a word processor and forget to save it as Text format, you'll see only garbled data when you try to view your page with a web browser.

index.html, the most important HTML file

When you hit davesite.com, and your browser reads http://www.davesite.com/, what file is loading? On almost all web servers, this file is index.html. When the web server sees / and no filename, it automatically looks for index.html. 

Imagine a situation where you are making a web site of three HTML pages, the opening page (index.html), an about me page (aboutme.html) and a links page (links.html). 

If you're on your own domain, the files would look like this once you upload them on your server. 

· http://www.kristula.com/index.html 
· http://www.kristula.com/aboutme.html 
· http://www.kristula.com/links.html 
The first page, http://www.kristula.com/index.html, can also be loaded by just typing http://www.kristula.com/ 

The same is true of folders (directories). If I made one called /dave/, I could put a new index.html in it, and it could be accessed two ways: 

· http://www.kristula.com/dave/index.html 
· http://www.kristula.com/dave/ 
The Two Copy Rule

When you write your web site, you'll need two copies: 

· One on your web host 

· One on your hard drive 

There are two reasons: 

1. You need a backup (this is the obvious one). 

2. When you're working on your site, you don't work on it live! Imagine how silly it would look if a page changed every two minutes while you worked on it! 

When you work on the copy of your HTML pages on your hard disk, it's called "editing the local copy." The copy on the web host is called the "remote copy." (Kind of like a remote control, controls something far away!) 

Take our previous example with three files... 

· index.html 
· aboutme.html 
· links.html 
You'll edit all three of these from a folder in your hard drive, and once you're down, you'll upload them (Covered in Chapter 10) to your web host. Then the whole world will see them! 

Tip: You can view your files on your hard drive before you upload them. 

1. Open your web browser. 

2. Choose File -> Open... File, (Browse). 

3. Find the folder with your HTML files. 

4. Double-click the one you're working on, and presto! It's in your web browser. 

The Most Common Mistake

The most common mistake for new designers is the urge to put the c:\ in links and images (covered in Chapter 4). When you're on the web, there is no c:\ to the rest of the world. When you start out, keep all your HTML files and images in one folder, and don't use c:\ at all. 

Quick example: 

<img> loads an image into a web page. If you have a file called taco.jpg, use the code <img src="taco.jpg"> to load it, not <img src="c:\My Documents\website\taco.jpg"> 
Chapter 1 – Tags 
	The page you are viewing right now is an HTML document. HTML documents look a lot like word processing documents...
You can have bold and italicized, Larger and Smaller, or it could look type-written.
Of course, the HTML code for this looks like a bunch of gibberish...

You can have <b>bold</b> and <i>italicized</i>, <font size=+2>Larger</font> and <font size=-2>Smaller</font>, or it could look <tt>type-written</tt>.

So what are all these "<" and ">" things doing here? When you place a certain thing within these you are making something known as a tag. For example the <b> tag is saying to start bold text, and the </b> tag is saying to stop bold text. The tag with the slash (/) is known as the closing tag. Many opening tags require a following closing tag, but not all do. Tags make up the entire structure of an HTML document. 


<b>This Text is Bold</b>
^^^--Opening Tag    ^^^^--Closing Tag


Here are two pieces of HTML code, the second of the two has an error in it, what is it?

#1 - Bob jumped OVER the fence.
#1 - Bob jumped <b>OVER</b> the fence.
#2 - Bob jumped UNDER the fence.
#2 - Bob jumped <b>UNDER<b> the fence.

You should have noticed that the second code is missing a slash (/) in the tag after the word UNDER, which causes the web browser to interpret the code as leaving the bold face on! This is a common error, so be careful of it!

Note: Tags in HTML are NOT case sensitive. For example... <title> and <TitLE> both mean the same thing and are interpreted as being the same.

Suggestion: In newer HTML standards, it is -highly suggested- that you keep all tags lowercase, that is, it is better to use <title> than <tItLe> even though both work. 

Document Structure
HTML files are just normal text files... they usually have the extension of .htm, .html, or .shtml. HTML documents have two (2) parts, the head and the body. The body is the larger part of the document, as the body of a letter you would write to a friend would be. The head of the document contains the document's title and similar information, and the body contains most everything else.

Example of basic HTML document Structure...

<html>
<head><title>Title goes here</title></head>
<body>Body goes here</body>
</html>

You may find it easier to read if you add extra blank lines such as follows...

<html>

<head>
<title>Title goes here</title>
</head>

<body>
Body goes here
</body>

</html>

Note: Extra spaces and line breaks (blank lines) will be ignored when the HTML is interpreted... so add them if you wish to do so.


Whatever falls between the TITLE tags will be the title of the document, when the page is viewed it is usually found in the title bar at the top of the screen. (On Windows Machines, this is to the left of the maximize/minimize buttons at the very top of the window.)
[Note: You may NOT use other tags within the TITLE tags (Example: You cannot have the code read: <title><b>title goes here</b></title>.]

Example of how titles are viewed...

In Microsoft Internet Explorer...
[image: image1.jpg]Al Title goes here - Microsoft Intemet Explorer
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Whatever you place between the BODY tags will fall into the major area of the document window, and therefore it is the largest part of your HTML document.

Chapter 2 – Headings 

Headings are some of the most important tags within the BODY of your HTML document. You will usually use a heading to tell what the following section of your page is about. The opening tag for a heading is <hy> and the closing tag is </hy> with y being the size of the heading... from 1 to 6. (1 being largest, and 6 being smallest)

Example of heading tags...
Bob fell over the chicken. [H1]

<h1>Bob fell over the chicken. [H1]</h1>
Bob fell over the chicken. [H2]

<h2>Bob fell over the chicken. [H2]</h2>
Bob fell over the chicken. [H3]

<h3>Bob fell over the chicken. [H3]</h3>
Bob fell over the chicken. [H4]

<h4>Bob fell over the chicken. [H4]</h4>
Bob fell over the chicken. [H5]

<h5>Bob fell over the chicken. [H5]</h5>
Bob fell over the chicken. [H6]

<h6>Bob fell over the chicken. [H6]</h6>

Horizontal Ruled Lines

Horizontal Ruled Lines are used to separate different areas of a web page. The tag for a horizontal ruled line is <hr>. The horizontal ruled line DOES NOT have a closing tag. You may also add certain attributes to the <hr> tag, such as width=n (for fixed pixel width) or width=n% for a certain percentage of the screen wide, size=n to make the line a certain pixel amount thick, and noshade to turn the line's shading off. A plain <hr> with no attributes will make the line the full width of the screen. 

Example of horizontal ruled lines...


  <hr width=50>


  <hr width=50%>


    <hr size=7>


    <hr noshade>


You may also use several attributes within one tag...


<hr width=50% size=10 noshade>

Chapter 3 – Paragraphs 

You will often use paragraphs in HTML, just as you do when you write stories. The opening tag for a paragraph is <p>, and the closing tag is </p>. The closing tag for a paragraph is not always needed, but I recommend using it anyway.

Example of a paragraph...
Bob starts to chase the chicken around. Bob trips over a string and goes flying into the pig's mud pit! eww! What a pity!

<p>Bob starts to chase the chicken around. Bob trips over a string and goes flying into the pig's mud pit! eww! What a pity!</p>

Text Formatting Properties

If you had an entire web page without formatted text, it would look rather dull and boring. This is why we use text formatting tags. Some common text formatting tags are <b> and </b> for bold, <i> and </i> for italics, <u> and </u> for underlined, and <tt> and </tt> for typewriter. The <font size=n> and </font> tags also come in handy.

Example of font tags...

Bob is a Cool Guy isn't he?

<font size=+1>Bob</font> <font size=+2>is</font> <font size=+3>a</font> <font size=+2>Cool</font> <font size=+1>Guy</font> isn't <font size=-1>he?</font>

ALIGN attributes

Many tags support ALIGN attributes... if you want something to be aligned from the left margin, from the center, or from the right margin. The ALIGN attribute is placed in the opening tag before the >. 

Left Align

<h1 align=left>Left Align</h1> 

Center Align

<h1 align=center>Center Align</h1> 

Right Align

<h1 align=right>Right Align</h1>
The Line Break

When your HTML document is viewed, normally the text will do a word-wrap at the end of a line. If you want to have the text BREAK (go to another line) you will use the <br> tag. This tag has no closing tag.

Example WITHOUT line Break...

Sentence One. Sentence Two. Sentence Three.

Sentence One.
Sentence Two.
Sentence Three.

Example WITH line Break...

Sentence One.
Sentence Two.
Sentence Three.

Sentence One.<br>
Sentence Two.<br>
Sentence Three.<br>
Preformatted Text

If you wish to have text line up properly (a.k.a. fixed width text) that will include line breaks without the use of the <br> you may find the <pre> and </pre> tags helpful.

Example of text WITHOUT preformatting...

Output:

The cat ran after the dog. ^ ^-verb ^noun ^-noun 

Code:

The cat ran after the dog.

    ^   ^-verb        ^noun

    ^-noun


HTML ignores the extra line breaks, so the text does not line up properly.
Example of text WITH preformatting...

Output:

The cat ran after the dog.

    ^   ^-verb        ^noun

    ^-noun


Code:

<pre>

The cat ran after the dog.

    ^   ^-verb        ^noun

    ^-noun

</pre>
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